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CALL TO ORDER 

 

The regular meeting of the Macungie Planning Commission was called to order by Chairman 

Allen Crawford at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 12, 2016, at Borough Hall, 21 Locust Street, 

Macungie, PA.  

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Commissioners present were Allen Crawford, Chris Becker, Betty Silfies, Linn Walker and John 

Yerman.   Also present were Zoning Officer Mark Vasoli, Borough Engineer Ryan Kern, and 

Administrative Assistant Cynthia Hartzell.   

 

REORGANIZATION  

 

a.  Chairman – On motion by Commissioner Yerman and second by Commissioner Becker, 

Allen Crawford was voted Chairman of the Planning Commission.  Motion carried: 5 ayes 

 

b.  Vice-Chairman – On motion by Commissioner Becker and second by Chairman 

Crawford, John Yerman was voted Vice-Chairman of the Planning Commission.  Motion 

carried: 5 ayes 

 

c.  Secretary – On motion by Commissioner Walker and second by Commissioner Crawford, 

Administrative Assistant Cynthia Hartzell was voted Secretary of the Planning 

Commission.  Motion carried: 5 ayes 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Walker, second by Commissioner Crawford, to approve 

the October 13, 2015 minutes.  Motion carried:  5 ayes 

 

CORRESPONDENCE – No correspondence 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

a. 101 E. Main Street Land Development Sketch Plans – Don Young remarked that he 

submitted a petition to Borough to vacate Creek Alley.  He commented that Council took no 

action on his request at the time.  He decided to go to Planning Commission with a sketch plan to 

show what he may propose to develop on his property with Creek Alley vacated and asked the 

Planning Commission for a recommendation to Council to vacate Creek Alley.  Mr. Young did 

inform the Commissioners that there is a water line that runs in the middle of Creek Alley that a 

maintenance easement would be given and an easement for the sewer line in part of Creek Alley.  

Mr. Young remarked about the intersection at Creek Alley not being safe for pedestrians walking 

from the parking lot to the front of the building on Main Street since there is no sidewalk on the 

west side of the narrow alley.   

 

The Commissioners discussed the Main Street streetscape that is proposed sidewalk work to be 

done this year.  Mr. Young commented he and Mr. Boyko, property owner on west side of Creek 

Alley, would install a curb and sidewalk across the intersection to close off Creek Alley at their 
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expense.  There was comments from the Commissioners that they would prefer to have more 

assurance as to what development is proposed and since this would benefit Mr. Young, would 

there be something that he could do to benefit the Borough.  Mr. Young noted he is proposing to 

construct a 16 apartment building with Creek Alley as the driveway to Lehigh Street. 

 

Council Member Schleicher was in the audience and she remarked that she would like to have 

more information on the development before making a decision on the vacation of the alley. 

 

Commissioner Walker made a motion to recommend to Council to approve the vacation of Creek 

Alley with better clarity of what is being development on the property, second by Commissioner 

Silfies. 

 

Roll Call: Crawford – aye   Becker – aye 

  Silfies – aye    Walker – aye 

  Yerman – aye 

 

Motion carried. 

 

b. Main Street Commons Minor Subdivision – Lot Line Consolidation 

 

Rudy Amelio, Pope Valley Properties; Brian Gasda, Lehigh Engineering Associates and 

Attorney Erich Schock, Fitzpatrick Lentz & Bubba were in attendance for Main Street Commons 

development.  Borough Engineer Kern provided his comments on the lot line consolidation plan 

for the Main Street Commons development combining 178 W. Main Street and 200 W. Main 

Street.  Mr. Gasda noted they would comply with Engineer Kern’s comments.  The comments 

about installing sidewalk, ownership of the right of way for the right turning lane and the 

recreation land or fee could be requested to be waived to be part of the land development.  They 

were proposing to request a waiver to draw a large area of trees instead of drawing each tree 

greater than 8” in caliper as required by SALDO.  Attorney Schock remarked that a waiver 

would be requested for the lot line consolidation plan not be recorded until the land development 

was done.   

 

Commissioners Yerman and Becker asked Mr. Gasda to research the walking trail master plan to 

see if this property was part of the plan. 

 

Commissioner Becker made a motion to recommend conditional approval of the Main Street 

Commons Preliminary/Final Lot Consolidation Plan conditioned on complying with the Borough 

Engineer’s comments dated January 7, 2016 and request of the waivers for sidewalk installation 

and recreation land or fee to be part of the land development and waiver to recording the lot line 

consolidation plan until the land development plan is approved, second by Commissioner 

Crawford.  Motion carried:  5 ayes 

 

c. Main Street Commons Preliminary Plan – Borough Engineer Kern noted a traffic study 

needs to be done and submitted.  He provided his comments on the plan.  Mr. Gasda commented 

that he would comply with the Engineer’s comments and this submission was only to get 

information on the plan.  They will come back with a revised plan.   
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d. Decorative Traffic Lights - Zoning Officer Vasoli spoke with Ron Beitler about 

decorative light poles that are being installed in Lower Macungie Township just outside of the 

Borough.  Mr. Beitler suggested the Borough consider the same type of poles for the Church 

Street traffic light.  Zoning Officer Vasoli brought this information before the Planning 

Commission but Council had discussed it at their last meeting.  Due to the additional cost, 

Council did not want to go with the decorative light poles. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 

a. Zoning Ordinance Amendment - Sign Lighting regulation – This will be carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Hearing no other business to be brought before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 

9:10 p.m.   

 

                                                                        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

                                                                         Cynthia Hartzell 

       Administrative Assistant 


