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ZONING HEARING BOARD 

The May 11, 2016 meeting of the Macungie Zoning Hearing Board was called to order at 7:30 

P.M. in Borough Council Chambers, Borough Hall, 21 Locust Street, Macungie, PA by 

Chairman Ronald Karboski.  Board Members present were John Horner, Ronald Karboski and 

John Schlener.  Also present were Solicitor John Ashcraft, Court Stenographer Bonnie Beck, 

Zoning Officer Ken Nicholson and Administrative Assistant Cynthia Hartzell.   

 

REORGANIZATION 

 

a. Chairperson – Board Member Karboski was appointed Chairperson on a motion by Board 

Member Horner and second by Board Member Schlener.  Motion carried: 3 ayes 

 

b. Vice-Chairperson – Board Member Horner was appointed Vice-Chairperson on a motion 

by Board Member Schlener and second by Board Member Karboski.  Motion carried: 3 ayes. 

 

*      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *        

The hearing was properly advertised in the East Penn Press on April 27 and May 4, 2016.  All 

adjoining property owners were notified and the property was properly posted.   

 

APPEAL 2016-2  SCOTT LEWIS, 931 HICKORY STREET, MACUNGIE, PA, 18062, requests 

a variance from the requirement of Zoning Ordinance Section 345-22.J, Easements, to construct 

a 26’ x 20’ addition to be used as in-law quarters within the 30’ storm water easement along the 

side property line at 931 Hickory Street, Macungie.  The applicant is also requesting a Special 

Exception to Zoning Ordinance Section 345-26.T, Unit for Care of Relative, to utilize the 

proposed addition as an in-law quarters.  The Property is located in the R-10 Low Density 

Residential Zoning District. 

      

Applicant, Scott Lewis, presented documents and pictures that were marked as  

 

Exhibit A-1 was a diagram of the property with the house and proposed addition 

Exhibit A-2 was the property information printout from the Lehigh County Assessment  

Exhibits A-3 to 14 were pictures of his property showing the area  

 

Mr. Lewis described the location of the pictures showing the area for the proposed addition, the 

30’ drainage easement and the detention pond adjacent to his property.  One picture showed a 

small amount of water in the detention pond after a significant rain storm.  Mr. Lewis 

commented he has lived there 11 years and has not seen any water in the drainage easement.  

When questioned, Mr. Lewis noted he did not have his property surveyed to find the exact 

property lines.  Mr. Lewis explained the proposed addition would only be a 1 floor addition.  He 

commented he preferred the location of the addition so his in-laws could have easy access 

instead of having to walk around the house to the back. 

 

Board Member Horner questioned the encroachment into the easement and what the ramification 

would be to building in the easement.  

 

Public Comments 

 

Chris Becker, Council President for Macungie Borough, spoke as a representative of Borough 

Council.  Borough owns the detention pond adjacent to 931 Hickory Street.  He stated if the 

Zoning Hearing Board grants the variance to build in the easement, it could cause an issue 
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throughout the Borough.  He noted the Borough has had problems with property owners placing 

items in the easements.  He asked if there is a hardship for the variance request and Borough 

Council is not in favor of the encroachment into the easement.  President Becker commented 

about the stormwater management issue in that area that Council is trying to address. 

 

Mr. Lewis was under the impression that the easement was for accessibility to the detention 

pond.  He explained sometimes the Public Works crew uses his driveway to get to the detention 

pond to mow it.  Mr. Lewis looked at other locations to build but did not think the other locations 

were ideal. 

 

After the deliberation, Board Member Horner made a motion, second by Board Member 

Schlener, to deny the variance to Zoning Ordinance Section 345-22.J.  Motion carried: 3 ayes 

 

Board Member Karboski made a motion to deny the special exception to Zoning Ordinance 

Section 345-26.T based on the first denial, second by Board Member Horner.  Motion carried:  3 

ayes 

 

Hearing no other business to be brought before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kenneth Nicholson 

Zoning Officer 
 

(These Minutes are not the official record of the Macungie Borough Zoning Hearing Board. They are only intended to provide a 

summary of the activities of the Zoning Hearing Board. All hearings are stenographically recorded and the transcript is available 

at cost. The official decision of the Zoning Hearing Board is the signed “Decision” which may be obtained at Borough Hall) 


