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ATTENDANCE 

 

Council Members:            Alma Akinjiola  

Chris Becker  

Barry Bloch 

Greg Hutchison 

Roseann Schleicher  

  John Yerman 

Mayor:   Ronald Conrad 

Borough Manager:   Chris L. Boehm  

Solicitor:   Patrick Armstrong 

Borough Engineer:   Stan Wojciechowski 

Administrative Assistant:  Selma Ritter 

Absent:   Marvin Moyer  

 

CALL TO ORDER  

 

President Chris Becker called the December 03, 2018, meeting of Macungie Borough Council to 

order at 7:30 p.m. in Macungie Institute, 510 E. Main Street, Macungie, PA.   

 

BUDGET WORKSHOP - No Budget Workshop was held, due to the 2019 Preliminary Budget 

being approved at the last Council meeting on November 19, 2018. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  

 

a.  Prior Public Comments to Council. None. 

 

b. Comments from the Audience on non-agenda items.  None. 

 

MAIN STREET COMMONS, RE: PRELIMINARY/FINAL LOT CONSOLIDATION PLAN 

RESUBMISSION AND FINAL LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN RESUBMISSION.  Engineer 

Wojciechowski, from Barry Isett & Associates (“BIA”), gave a brief history of the project, which 

included the Planning Commission’s recommendation, at their November 20, 2018 meeting, for 

conditional Final Land Development approval, based on the conditions of the BIA review letter, 

dated November 20, 2018. He noted that the Planning Commission requested the Applicant “clean 

up” the Plans and remove some of the comments.  The Plans were then revised on November 27, 

2018 and resubmitted to BIA.  BIA then drafted another review letter, dated November 29, 2018.  

He noted some of the outstanding comments in the prior review letter were addressed, but several 

items still remain.  Engineer Wojciechowski then discussed some of the outstanding comments in 

the BIA review letter(s), dated November 20, 2018 and/or November 29, 2018:   

 

Comment A.1. Condition 16 - Zoning Buffer, which identifies that as part of the Applicant’s 

Preliminary conditional approvals, they were required to work with Jeff and Steffany 

Hartman (collectively, the “Hartmans”), 212 W. Main Street, to resolve the buffer issues in 

a manner that would be consistent with the Zoning Ordinance. If an acceptable agreement 
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cannot be agreed upon, within the confinements of the Zoning Ordinance, the Applicant will 

install the plantings as shown on the Plan.   

 

Comment A.2. Condition 14, the Applicant shall provide a fair share contribution to the Stone Hill 

Development for traffic signal work at impacted signalized intersections (i.e., emergency 

preemption and addition of these intersections to the closed-loop system).  The fair share 

would include the preemptions, traffic study and coordination of the signals.  Mr. Amelio 

stated he does not have contact information for Stone Hill to discuss the fair share issue with 

them and requested someone provide it to him. 

 

Engineer Wojciechowski stated the Applicant’s fair share would be approximately 32% of 

traffic, but Stone Hill Meadows did not provide a cost estimate on how much the work will 

cost.  BIA is working on getting the cost estimate. 

 

Comment A.3.  The plan includes a grading easement across a portion of the adjacent lands owned 

by Michael and Tammy Rhoads.  Applicant is required to provide an access easement 

agreement, at the time of, or prior to, approval of the Final Land Development Plans.  To 

date, an agreement has not been provided.  

 

Comment A.4.  Letter Item A.10, is a design issue of how the Applicant is labeling the trees on 

the Plan.  The size of the proposed evergreen trees shall be called out by height, not caliper.  

The street tree height shall be removed or revised to more accurately reflect 2.5” caliper trees. 

Engineer Wojciechowski suggested the design engineer meet with BIA to resolve this 

concern. 

 

Comment A.5. Revised Post Construction Stormwater Management (“PCSM”) Plans shall be 

provided.  Trees shown on the Landscape Plans and on the PCSM plans shall be consistent. 

 

Comment A.6. Per Letter Item B.3, Applicant still needs to provide sewer and water will serve 

letters. 

 

Comment A.7. Per Letter Item B.5, Applicant still needs to identify the light fixtures that will be 

shut down at night, specify the time that the lights will be shut off, along with the lights that 

will remain illuminated. 

 

Comment B.1.D(2),  B.2.D(4), B.3.D(6) and B.4.D(7), require a copy of the Planning Module, all 

Highway Occupancy Permits (“HOP”) , Improvements Agreement and Performance 

Guarantee, be provided prior to or at the time of presentation of the plans for execution by 

the Borough. 

 

Comment B.5.D(8) – All public improvements are subject to a maintenance guarantee. 

 

Comment B.6.D(10) – The written opinion of the record title should be executed and submitted to 

the Borough, prior to the presentation of the plans for execution by the Borough.  Engineer 

Wojciechowski, commented that the Applicant indicated they will sign the opinion of record 

title, when they present the plans. 
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Comment B.7.D(11) – Sewer and water will serve letters still need to be provided prior the 

presentation of the plans for execution by the Borough. 

 

Comment C.1., C.2., C.3. and C.4.  These Comments relate to insufficient stormwater data on the 

plan. Engineer Wojciechowski stated these concerns can be resolved when the design 

engineer meets with BIA regarding other outstanding items on the BIA review letter(s). 

 

Comment D.  PCSM Plans demonstrating compliance with BIA’s September 13, 2018 Stormwater 

Management Calculations comments (Section D) still need to be provided. 

 

Comment E.  Plans and data demonstrating compliance with BIA’s September 13, 2018 traffic 

review comments (Section E) still need to be provided. 

 

Comment F.  Water comments have been provided under separate cover directly to the Borough 

Water Authority (the “Authority”).  Design approval from the Authority still needs to be 

provided. 

 

Comment G.  Per SALDO §305-9A.G, The Final Plan should be submitted to the Lehigh Valley 

Planning Commission and the Lehigh County Conservation District.   

 

Comment H.  Ultimately the submission of plans for execution by the Borough should include two 

(2) mylar and four (4) paper copies and be acceptable for filing by the Lehigh County 

Recorder of Deeds, per SALDO §305-11A. 

 

Comment I. Any resubmission of revised plans should be accompanied with a letter explaining, 

in detail, how each comment has been addressed. 

 

Engineer Brian Gasda, from Lehigh Engineering Associates Inc., Real Estate Agent Rudy Amelio 

and Attorney Thomas Schlegel, from Fitzpatrick Lentz & Bubba P.C., were in attendance tonight 

on behalf of Main Street Commons (the “Applicant”). 

 

Solicitor Armstrong provided additional details of the development's history.  He reminded 

Council that the Applicant currently has conditional Preliminary Plan approval from them, and 

noted the Applicant is in attendance tonight seeking final plan approval.  He then asked the 

Applicant how many of the items in the BIA review letter they feel they can address to the 

satisfaction of the Borough Engineer by the next Council meeting, on December 17, 2018. 

Engineer Wojciechowski stated some of the items on the review letter(s) only need clarification, 

but there are significant hurdles with the Authority, mostly with the design of the water box, i.e., 

how they will get to it and the gas lines being too close.  The Applicant is planning to present the 

Plans to the Authority at their next meeting, on January 10, 2019.  

 

Mr. Hartman was in attendance tonight.  He stated he has not had any meetings with the Applicant 

regarding the proposed alternative to the buffer zone.   
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Again, Solicitor Armstrong asked the Applicant how many of the items in the BIA review letter 

they feel they can address to the satisfaction of the Borough Engineer by the next Council meeting 

to narrow the conditions down, before Council takes final plan approval action.  Engineer Gazda 

stated he believes he can work on narrowing down the list of outstanding items by the next Council 

meeting.  Solicitor Armstrong stated, at bare minimum, the Applicant should have a conversation 

with the Hartmans regarding the buffer. Resolving the comments/issues relating to the buffer zone, 

fair share contributions, the easement agreement(s) with the neighboring property (Rhoads), 

stormwater issues, lighting and the design from the Authority were then briefly discussed.  

 

Mr. Hartman stated he contracted with Herbein’s Garden Center (“Herbeins“) to develop a 

proposed alternative landscape design for the buffer zone. Engineer Gazda stated he contended 

that the buffer is not an issue, because the Applicant has a landscape design that meets the Zoning 

requirements.  Solicitor Armstrong commented to Engineer Gazda that in every conditional 

recommendation he read from the Planning Commission, the Applicant represented they would 

work with the Hartmans regarding the zoning buffer, within the confines of the Zoning Ordinance.  

 

Mr. Hartman stated he was told by Herbein’s that the plantings being proposed by the Applicant 

on the Plans for the buffer, are not compatible with the Lehigh Valley and the Plan shows them 

planted too close to each other.  Solicitor Armstrong suggested Mr. Hartman provide the Applicant 

with the alternative plantings to see if the plantings are consistent with the Zoning Ordinance and 

if they are something the Applicant would consider installing. 

 

Council Member Yerman questioned if a commitment was received for the signage design.  Mr. 

Amelio stated he did, then he proceeded to show Council pictures of similar monument type 

signage they are proposing.  Council Member Yerman commented he would be satisfied with that 

type of signage.  The proposed signage was discussed. 

 

Council Member Bloch questioned the ruling on the brick farmhouse on the property; if zoning 

relief would be required to keep the house on the property.  Mr. Amelio stated he spoke with 

Zoning Officer Nicholson and there is no zoning conflict, so it can remain on the property.  An 

access road for the farmhouse was discussed. 

 

The need for the Applicant to return before Council at their next meeting was discussed. Borough 

Manager Boehm noted the water issue(s) would not be resolved by then, because the Authority 

does not meet again until January 10, 2019.  Engineer Wojciechowski discussed the water issue(s), 

which all are required to be worked out with the Authority. 

 

Solicitor Armstrong acknowledged the Applicant wants the project to move forward; but noted 

they cannot proceed with construction until all of the comments in the review letter(s) are 

addressed.  He questioned if it would matter if Council waited until the next meeting, or January 

2019 after the Applicant goes before the Authority, to take action, which would give the Applicant 

time to address some of the issues. 

 

Mr. Amelio stated his biggest obstacle was not being able to record the Plan until the HOP’s are 

approved.  He stated he still needs to get the easement signed and will have to enter another 

submission, which he hopes to have done by the end of the week.  Solicitor Armstrong reminded 
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Council that the Applicant was before them in October 2018 asking to move forward with the HOP 

applications for the sanitary sewer and stormwater.  He stated he has the two (2) HOP application 

agreements tonight and noted there is an outstanding cost estimate.  Engineer Gazda stated the cost 

estimates were submitted to PennDOT. 

 

Borough Manager Boehm questioned if Council would be comfortable moving forward with 

conditional final Plan approval, as they would not see the Plan again. Engineer Gazda stated BIA 

would see the Plan again, but not Council; he stated that they are not asking for relief from any of 

the conditions.  Engineer Wojciechowski stated that if there are significant changes to the Plan, 

anything that would keep it from the confines of the Zoning Ordinance, i.e., the size of the building 

or number of parking spaces, it would come back before Council. He commented that small 

changes, i.e., a grading change, Council would not see the revised Plan. He noted that the only 

condition that could potentially arise is if the Landscaping Plan does not meet the Zoning 

Ordinance, which would have to go before the Zoning Hearing Board, but not necessarily return 

to Council.    

 

President Becker reminded the representatives for the Applicant that the Planning Commission 

asked them to clean up and clarify most of the conditions before returning to Council.  He 

commented that while some of the conditions were addressed, the list is still significant. Council 

Member Yerman concurred with President Becker’s understanding.  Engineer Gazda individually 

discussed the timeline of when the conditions can be addressed and stated he will be meeting with 

BIA to address some of them. President Becker questioned why there is a rush for approval.  Mr. 

Amelio stated they are seeking final approval to appease and secure the tenant.  Concern was 

expressed for providing final approval, with several significant outstanding items remaining. After 

further discussion, Solicitor Armstrong suggested the Applicant satisfy most of the major 

conditions, i.e., Hartman’s buffering issue, water and stormwater, then return again before Council 

for final plan approval, at their January 21, 2019 meeting, after they meet with the Authority.  

 

Sidewalks were then discussed.  President Becker noted the Borough Sidewalk Ordinance states 

that when certain streets are paved in the Borough, the property owner(s) must install, or repair, 

sidewalks on their property.  He informed Mr. Hartman that since Route 100/Main Street was 

recently repaved, the Borough has the right to force him to install a sidewalk on his property.  

President Becker then suggested that the Hartmans take advantage of the Applicant’s offer to pay 

for the sidewalk labor, during the development phase, if the Hartmans pay for the materials.   

 

Mr. Hartman noted a fire hydrant, traffic light, water main and two (2) maple trees on the front of 

his property; then expressed concern of possibly having to remove the trees to install sidewalks.  

President Becker commented that those are design issues, which an engineer can help him with, 

and the Borough Ordinance states he has to install the sidewalks.  He suggested the Hartmans work 

out the details with the Applicant. Mr. Hartman commented that the Applicant has not contacted 

him about the sidewalks.  Council Member Yerman stated to Mr. Hartman that he has to initiate 

the design of the sidewalk himself, because he is the property owner.  President Becker stated if 

the Hartmans do not take advantage of the Applicant’s offer, the Hartmans would be forced to 

install sidewalks and pay the entire costs themselves. 
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Solicitor Armstrong stated he wanted to be clear that the Applicant’s offer to share the sidewalk 

installation expenses on the Hartman property was not part of their conditional approval; it was a 

conversation that transpired at the Planning Commission when they were discussing sidewalk 

connectivity throughout the Borough.  When the Applicant’s offer was made, it made sense 

because of the timing of the Applicant installing sidewalks on their property.  

 

Mr. Hartman expressed opposition with having to install a sidewalk on his property.  He then 

commented that, to date, he has not seen cost estimates for his share of the expenses.  Solicitor 

Armstrong reiterated to Mr. Hartman that, at this time, the Applicant is offering to benefit him, 

and if he does not take advantage of the offer, the Applicant will proceed with their plan for their 

property and the improvement(s) will not be made to his [Hartmans] property; he [Mr. Hartman] 

would then be required to install the sidewalk(s) at their sole expense. 

 

Council Member Yerman stated he wanted to be clear with Mr. Hartman that there is nothing 

Council can do to force the Applicant to change their Plan for the trees, as long as the plantings 

are compliant with the Zoning Ordinance.  He stressed that Mr. Hartman needs to meet with the 

Applicant, within two (2) weeks, with his [Mr. Hartman] alternative planting proposal. Council 

Member Yerman noted that any potential changes and/or agreements between Mr. Hartman and 

the Applicant are between them; Council does not have control over the matter, as long as it meets 

the Zoning requirements. Mr. Hartman stated he has the alternative planting design and is ready to 

proceed.   

 

A possible motion was discussed.  Some Council Members expressed they would like to wait on 

possible approval until January 2019, after the Applicant meets with the Authority and complies 

with more of the comments in the review letter(s). Council discussed the comments further, the 

need to see the Plan again and the approximate duration of time for the comments to be resolved.  

 

Motion #1:  Council Member Yerman made a motion to grant conditional approval of the Main 

Street Commons Final Land Development Plan, subject to compliance with the conditions set forth 

in the Barry Isett & Associates review letter dated November 29, 2018, and further subjected to 

compliance with the conditions set forth in the Barry Isett & Associates review letter dated October 

26, 2018, Preliminary Plan conditional approval with the Borough, second by Council Member 

Becker.  Motion carried 5 ayes and 1 nay (Council Member Bloch). 

 

Solicitor Armstrong stated a letter will be provided to the Applicant, summarizing the preliminary 

and final conditional approvals, outlining the conditions in the October 26, 2018 and November 

29, 2018 review letters including, but not limited to, the required agreements, such as development, 

stormwater maintenance, financial securities, easements, agreements with the Authority and 

Borough and the Authority’s approval of the water plan. 

 

Solicitor Armstrong reminded Council that he had the HOP applications for the sanitary sewer and 

stormwater, if Council wanted to entertain a motion to approve Borough Manager Boehm to 

execute them. 

 

Motion #2:  Council Member Yerman made a motion to approve Borough Manager Boehm signing 

the Highway Occupancy Permit (“HOP”) agreements, subject to finalization of the cost estimates 
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between the Applicant and Borough Engineer, second by Council Member Schleicher.  Motion 

carried 6 ayes.   

 

Solicitor Armstrong commented that the Authority conditionally approved proceeding with the 

HOP applications, but as a condition they want to view the agreements at their meeting on January 

10, 2019.  He suggested the engineers finalize the cost estimates for the security amount, so they 

could be circulated with the agreement(s). 

 

COUNCIL COMPLIMENTS, COMPLAINTS, PETITIONS AND APPEALS. 

 

a. Council Member Schleicher thanked everyone who participated and attended the Holiday 

Lighting Ceremony on Tuesday, November 27, 2018.  She commented the event was very nice, 

and well attended. 

 

b.  President Becker noted a few articles, which were published in the Pennsylvania Borough 

News, December 2018 edition magazine: 

 

 i. The Borough of Macungie’s Recycling Development and Implementation Grant 

application was approved for new recycling bins for the Borough residents.  It is a shared grant 

with Lower Macungie Township. 

 

 ii. The Macungie Holiday event was listed in the Borough Events Listing section of 

the publication, which is scheduled for Saturday, December 08, 2018. 

 

 iii. Under Legislative Updates, Act 150 of 2018 (SB 947), the sale of borough personal 

property increased from $1,000 to $2,000 without bidding. 

 

iv. There was an article, Happy Flying?, What Your Borough Should Know About 

Drones, in the publication.  The article provided an overview on how a borough may be affected 

by Unmanned Aircraft Systems (“UAS”), also known as drones; whether boroughs can enact 

ordinances to regulate their use; “no drone zones” and Forth Amendment rights, along with UAS 

use in law enforcement.  President Becker commented that legislation for drones may be required 

in the future.  

 

v.   He noted a section under Questions & Answers, regarding a Mayor’s veto, which 

was discussed later in the meeting. 

 

President Becker also noted Fire Chief Michael Natysyn stated three more Volunteer Firefighters 

signed up for the Fireman First course on January 03, 2018.  President Becker thanked Rich Miller, 

Dave Clary and Mike Tomlison for signing up for the course. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

a. November 12, 2018 Budget Workshop.  President Becker noted a portion of the minutes, 

which read “After the Budget and MPD staffing needs were discussed further, Sgt. Kocher then 

withdrew his request for 1 30-hour officer and discussed how he proposed to balance the Budget. 
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Council Member Hutchison asked if there would still be 24/7 police coverage, with one less 30-

hour officer. Sgt. Kocher replied that he is confident there will be 24/7 coverage”... 

 

Council Member Akinjiola made a motion to approve the November 12, 2018 Budget Workshop 

minutes, as written, second by Council Member Schleicher.  Motion carried: 6 ayes. 

 

b. November 19, 2018 meeting.  Council Member Yerman requested a correction to the last 

sentence, in the first paragraph, under Items Not on Agenda, which stated “President Becker 

reminded Council that the Grace Lutheran Church parking lot could be used for Borough 

business.”  Council Member Yerman requested the discussion on the parking fees being lowered 

to zero be elaborated in the November 19, 2018 Minutes. 

 

Council Member Yerman made a motion to approve the amended November 19, 2018 regular 

Council meeting minutes, with Council Member Yerman’s one (1) correction, second by Council 

Member Schleicher.  Motion carried: 6 ayes. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

 

a. Treasurer’s report of November 29, 2018. President Becker noted the General Fund Capital 

Account is at $191,571.53 and the Contingency Fund is at 193,063.45; and commented they are 

relevant to the 2019 Budget. 

 

Council Member Akinjiola made a motion to approve the November 29, 2018 Treasurer’s Report, 

as presented, second by Council Member Schleicher.  Motion carried: 6 ayes. 

 

b. Approval of invoices for payment. After reviewing the Budget vs. Actual report, dated 

November 29, 2018, President Becker commented the Borough is at 93% of the 2018 Budget.  

While he is optimistic about the carryover at the end of the year, he cautioned there are usually a 

lot of payments due in the month of December, which may decrease the carryover funds.  

 

Council Member Schleicher made a motion to approve the November 29, 2018 Consent Agenda 

invoices, in the amount of $412,447.73, second by Council Member Akinjiola.  Motion carried:  6 

ayes. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

a. Municipal Retirement Trust, re: October 2018 Monthly Reports. No action taken. 

 

b. ADL, re: the organization’s holiday approach. No action taken. 

 

REPORTS 

 

a. Solicitor – None. 

 

b. Mayor.  
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 i. He thanked everyone for attending the Holiday Lighting Ceremony.   

 

President Becker commented he was pleased with Michael and Laura McCready, from Kalmbach 

Memorial Park, being chosen as the person(s) to light the tree at the Holiday Lighting Ceremony.  

He expressed gratitude for all the McCreadys have done for the Borough of Macungie.  

 

 ii. He expressed appreciation of the training the Macungie Volunteer Firefighters 

completed and their initiative at getting more education on the firefighting process. 

 

c. Borough Manager 

i. Macungie Holiday, December 8th, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  She reminded everyone of the 

event date and time.  She commented that there will be a lot of new items this year, including 

Whoville, Spiderman, two (2) princesses, and other things.  The event will be listed in the Morning 

Call Go Guide. 

 

ii. Police Testing Consortium.  As requested at the last Council meeting, Borough 

Manager Boehm discussed the matter with Solicitor Armstrong and he confirmed an 

intergovernmental agreement will be required.  She reached out to other municipalities regarding 

the agreement; but has not heard back from them yet.  She commented that the Whitehall Township 

Chief did not believe an agreement was necessary, so they plan on moving forward without one.  

 

d. Committees. None. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – PART I - None. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – PART II - None. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

 

a. Final 2019 Budget (the “Budget”).  President Becker noted the 2019 Preliminary Budget 

was approved by Council.  It was advertised in the newspaper and on display at Borough Hall for 

ten (10) days, prior to tonight’s meeting.  The Budget includes a ¼ mil increase in Real Estate 

Taxes.  He noted the procedure for tonight would be to offer a vote for the 2019 Preliminary Budget 

to become Final. 

 

Council Member Yerman made a motion to approve the 2019 Preliminary Budget as the 2019 

Final Budget, with one change to the Real Estate Tax description to show .00425 mils, at second 

by Council Member Akinjiola.  Motion carried:  5 ayes and 1 nay.  Council Member Schleicher 

opposed. 

 

The Revenues and Expenditures for the General Fund, State Liquid Fuels, Macungie Police 

Department, Sewer and Water Fund were discussed. Corrections noted were: 

 General Fund Revenues - Line item number 01.301.10; Real Estate Taxes, Current Year - 

to show the Real Estate Tax mils at .00425.   Borough Manager Boehm noted the budgeted 

amount is correct, but the description erroneously states .004 mils.   
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 General Fund Revenues - Line item number 01.351.008; Grants - the description should 

state a $2,000 Lehigh County Chamber Foundation grant for drops on certain utility poles.  

It erroneously states the grant is for a Macungie Institute sign. 

 General Fund Expenditures - Line item number 01.410.135; 30 Hour Police Wages - the 

description should state 1 officer to work 32 hrs/wk.  Borough Manager Boehm noted the 

budgeted amount is correct, but the description erroneously states 2 officers. 

 

President Becker commented that the MPD budgeted line item amounts are in accordance with 

those that Sergeant Travis Kocher submitted to Council at the Budget Workshop meeting.  

 

The Revenues and Expenditures are as follows: 

 

 

 

Fund 

 

2019 

Revenues 

Beginning 

Cash 

Balances 

Total 

 2019 

Revenues 

 

2019 

Expenditures 

General $2,670,459 $200,000 $2,870,459 $2,860,769 

Water $852,650 $200,000 $1,052,650 $1,023,710 

Sewer $1,390,494 $400,000 $1,790,494 $1,594,390 

State Liquid Fuels $85,407 $62,476 $147,883 $65,884 

 

During the Revenues and Expenditures discussion, Borough Manager Boehm stated:   

 There was no increase to the sewer or water rates.   

 The carryover monies in the State Liquid Fuels account will be used toward the 

purchase of a new dump truck in the future. 

 At their December 03, 2018 meeting, the Water Authority made a motion to adopt 

the 2018 Water Fund Budget. 

 

Council Member Yerman questioned the sewer carryover amount and suggested moving a portion 

of the money to a capital account to use on Borough projects. Borough Manager Boehm noted the 

Authority controls the water funds and Council controls the sewer funds, so Council can move the 

sewer funds to another account, if they desire. President Becker commented there are sewer 

projects that need to be done with the funds in the near future. After further discussion, there was 

a consensus among Council Members to discuss the sewer fund transfer(s) further in January 2019, 

after all of the 2018 bills are paid and a more accurate account of the funds are available, along 

with assessing the master sewer project list.   

 

b. Ordinance 2018-07, 2019 Tax Ordinance adoption.  Advertisement of Ordinance 2018-07 

was published in the Morning Call Newspaper on November 26, 2018.  President Becker noted 

the Ordinance would amend Chapter 313-Taxation, for a 2019 tax rate of .00425 mils on each 

dollar of assessed valuation. 

 

Council Member Yerman made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-07, second by Council Member 

Hutchison.  Motion carried:  5 ayes and 1 nay.  Council Member Schleicher objected. 

 

Roll Call Vote:   Akinjiola – aye    Becker – aye     
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Bloch – aye    Hutchison – aye  

Moyer – absent  Schleicher – nay  

Yerman – aye   

 

Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Conrad stated he planned to veto the Tax Ordinance.  President Becker then read a portion 

of the Questions & Answers section of the Pennsylvania Borough News, December 2018 edition 

magazine, which states:  

  

“Section 3301.3(c) of the Borough Codes states that the mayor has the duty to either 

approve or veto the tax ordinance within 10 days of receiving it. The veto must be 

presented to the borough secretary and include the mayor’s objections.  The council 

must hold a meeting no later than 10 days from when the mayor vetoed the tax 

ordinance. 

 

The veto may be overridden by a majority of all elected council members, plus one. 

If council overrides the veto the ordinance shall have full force and effect as if it 

had received the approval of the mayor.  The effective date is the date of enactment 

by council over the veto of the mayor.” 

 

President Becker commented to Mayor Conrad that he officially has ten (10) days to provide a 

letter stating the reasons for his veto.  President Becker noted that after Council receives Mayor 

Conrad’s letter, they will have ten (10) days to meet to vote again.  He commented that if no 

Council Member changes their first vote when they vote again, they would have a majority of all 

elected council members, plus one, and the veto would be overwritten. President Becker suggested 

Mayor Conrad provide Council with a budget he would accept. 

 

If the veto cannot be overridden, Council will have to change the budget and decide how much the 

Real Estate Property Taxes would need to increase, above the 4.25 mils, to provide a tax ordinance 

Mayor Conrad would sign.   

 

c. Resolution 2018-25, 2019 Police Pension Contribution adoption. The Members’ 

contributions to the Uniformed Pension Plan shall be three percent (3%) for the year 2019. Solicitor 

Armstrong noted the contribution is in the Collective Bargaining Agreement and new hires, after 

January 01, 2018, shall be required to contribute five percent (5%). 

 

Council Member Schleicher made a motion to adopt Resolution 2018-25, second by Council 

Member Yerman.  Motion carried:  6 ayes.   

 

Roll Call Vote:   Akinjiola – aye    Becker – aye     

Bloch – aye    Hutchison – aye  

Moyer – absent  Schleicher – aye  

Yerman – aye   

 

Motion carried. 
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d. Main St. Commons, re: Preliminary/Final Lot Consolidation Plan Resubmission and Final 

Land Development Plan Resubmission.  This item was moved to the beginning of the meeting. 

 

e. Approval of Funding Request Form #3, in the amount of $214,432.23.  Council Member 

Schleicher made a motion to approve Draw #3 from New Tripoli Bank, in the amount of 

$214,432.23, second by Council Member Yerman.  Motion carried: 6 ayes. 

 

ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA.  None. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION.   

 

President Becker called for an Executive Session at 9:05 p.m. to discuss the Teamster’s contract. 

The public meeting resumed at 10:20 p.m., with no action taken.   

 

ADJOURNMENT.   

 

Hearing no further business to be brought before Borough Council, Council Member Yerman 

made a motion adjourn the meeting at 10:25 p.m., second by Council Member Hutchison.  Motion 

carried:  6 ayes. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/ Selma Ritter 

 

Selma Ritter 

Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

 

  


