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 MACUNGIE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

AGENDA 

Monday, September 20, 2021 

Regular Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

3. Macungie Police Department – updates and hearing of resident issues 

 

4. Public Comment  

a. Prior Public Comments to Council 

b. Comments from the Audience on non-agenda items 

 

5. Complaints, Petitions, Appeals and Compliments 

 

6. Approval of Minutes 

a. September 07, 2021 (to be provided at October 04, 2021 meeting) 

 

7. Bills for Approval - Consent Agenda 

a. Bank Reconciliation Reports, August 31, 2021 

b. Bills for Payment  

 

8. Correspondence  

a. Macungie Volunteer Fire Department, re: August 2021 Training Report 

b. Macungie Volunteer Fire Department, re: August 2021 Response Report 

c Macungie Ambulance Corps, re: August 2021 Monthly Report 

d.         Resident:  Carl Sell, Stormwater Church and Locust Street 

e.         Karin A. Janusewski, Dir., St. Rep Ryan Mackenzie Office, Wittman Flooding 

f.         Mary Himmelberger, BIA, DCNR Grant Opportunity-park, recreation, trails 

 

9. Reports 

a. Mayor 

b. Solicitor 

i. Ordinance No. 2021-04; Cory Zeisloft - Oak Street Vacation and Easement 

1. Public Hearing to be Held on October 04, 2021 

c. Borough Manager 

i. Miscellaneous  

ii. Grants/Projects 

iii. Public Works Department  

iv. Contracts 

1. Lantek - Computer Hard Drive Replacements1 

v. Process Improvements 

 
1 At this evening’s Council meeting, President Yerman made a motion to amend this Agenda to add “Lantek - 

Computer Hard Drive Replacements” for action; Council Member Bloch second the motion, which carried 5 ayes. 
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vi. Borough Authority 

vii. Planning Commission-FYI-information packets 

 

10. Unfinished Business  

a. Cotton Street Raingarden  

b. Macungie Institute Coordinator Search 

c. Cobra Head Streetlights (9) Depower Along Main Street 

d. Lehigh Street Streetlights 

e. Main Street Streetscape Phase V Plans – 90% Plans Provided for Council Review, 

and Discussion/Authorization Requested update at October 4, 2021 Meeting       

(Deferred from September 07, 2021 Meeting) 

f. Macungie Institute HVAC-update to be provided at October 4, 2021 Meeting 

g. Borough Hall/Police Station HVAC-tabled 

 

11. New Business 

a.  Stone Hill Meadows/Security Release # 8 -approval requested 

 

12.  Items Not on Agenda (Mayor and Council members only) 

 

13. Executive Session, personnel 

 

14. Adjournment 
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ATTENDANCE 

 

Council Members:            John Yerman, President 

Angela Ashbrook, Vice-President 

Barry Bloch 

Todd Rutledge 

Lisa Yeager 

Interim Borough Manager:  John A. Brown 

Engineer: Stan Wojciechowski (7:30 p.m. to 8:31 p.m.) 

Solicitor:   Patrick Armstrong 

Administrative Assistant:  Selma Ritter (7:30 p.m. to 10:13 p.m.) 

Absent:  Alma Akinjiola, Council Member  

Ryan Hanosek, Council Member 

Ronald Conrad, Mayor 

 

CALL TO ORDER - President John Yerman called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  

 

MACUNGIE POLICE DEPARTMENT – Sgt. Travis Kocher and Cpl. Michael Mullen were in 

attendance this evening to provide MPD updates and hear any issues residents may have. 

 

a. MPD, Monthly Report for August 2021.  The report included being dispatched to 137 

incidents, 5 persons arrested (criminal), 3 total crimes reported, 7 traffic citations/warnings and 2 

parking tickets/warnings.   

 

b. Traffic/Vehicle Speed Study. The speed study was conducted in the 1-200 blocks of South 

Church Street commencing on August 24, 2021 at 0800 Hours and ending on August 30, 2021 at 

0800 Hours; a total of 5,479 vehicles traveling East from Mountain Road toward East Main Street 

were recorded. The posted Speed Limit on the roadway is 25 MPH.  

 

As a result of the speed study, a traffic enforcement detail was done for four (4) hours, which 

yielded seven (7) citations and six (6) written warnings. 

 

c. Miscellaneous Discussions. 

 

i. Macungie Volunteer Fire Department (“MVFD”) Grant.  Sgt. Kocher and Fire 

Chief, Michael Natysyn, discussed a grant the MVFD is considering applying for, which would be 

used to upgrade the MVFD building. The grant would not require matching funds from the MVFD 

(taxpayer funds and/or donations).  Sgt. Kocher questioned if the draft 2018 Facilities Master Plan 

Feasibility Study (building plans) from Spillman Farmer Architects could be provided to the 

MVFD to include with their grant application.  There was a unanimous decision among Council 

to provide the plans to the MVFD.  The MVFD was asked to appear before Council to provide 

updates as they move forward with the grant application. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

  

a. Prior Public Comments to Council. 
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 i. Carl Sell, 46 Locust Street, Macungie. He distributed a diagram he prepared 

relating to the elevation measurements along Apple Alley. While explaining the diagram, he 

discussed the alleged stormwater runoff issues, which he claimed flows into the back yards and 

basements of the homes on Locust Street. He claimed the alleged problem occurs because the road 

is pitched towards the rear of the Locust Street homes and the road does not have an adequate 

swale down the middle to provide a proper pathway for the stormwater to travel. President Yerman 

reported Interim Manager Brown is working with the Public Works Department (“PWD”) on the 

matter and they will be visiting the site and speaking with the Locust Street property owners.  

 

President Yerman then responded to Mr. Sells comments from the September 07, 2021 Council 

meeting: (1) Cotton Street Pedestrian Bridge Sign.  President Yerman stated the grant for the 

project has not been closed out yet, so the final accounting numbers could not be verified yet and 

Council would provide the final financial accounting when it becomes available.  Solicitor 

Armstrong clarified the fund accounting that was provided to Mr. Sell’s in response to his Right-

To-Know Request was based on the accounting records that were available at that time; (2) the 

ADA Ramps located at South Church Street and Locust Street were installed in compliance with 

the ADA Federal law requirements and the Borough does not choose the design plan; (3) currently, 

there are no grants available for the South Church Street renovation project, which will cost 

approximately $1 Million Dollars, and Council needs to plan how to fund the project. President 

Yerman discussed the previous work that has been completed on the street and the required 

upcoming work that is needed; (4) Apple Alley was discussed earlier this evening (above); and (5) 

volunteers maintain the bump outs along Main Street. Gregory Hutchison stated there is criteria 

on what can be planted in the bump outs, which he believes is available at Borough Hall. 

 

b. Comments from the Audience on non-agenda items. 

 

i. Rosanne McGinn, 151 S. Church Street, Macungie, Trustee of the Macungie 

Institute (“MI”), responded to some of the comments she heard on the September 07, 2021 Council 

meeting audio recording. She stated (verbally) as a result of the comments she was resigning her 

position as the President of the Macungie Institute Trustees (“Trustee”) this evening; however, she 

will remain on the board as a Trustee. She discussed the building Coordinator work she had been 

preforming (i.e. social media postings) as the President because the building currently does not 

have a Coordinator.  Ms. McGinn noted all of the MI Trustees were in attendance this evening. 

 

COMPLAINTS, PETITIONS, APPEALS AND COMPLIMENTS.   

 

a. President Yerman stated he also listed to the September 07, 2021 Council meeting audio 

recording. He provided comments and/or clarifications to some of the dialog he heard on the 

recording, which included why Barry Isett and Associates (“BIA”) engineers were brought in to 

design the MI heating system, grant funding and bid requirements for the MI heating system 

(COVID grant funds can possibly be used), engineers are needed for bigger projects to manage 

them, the stream bank wall restoration project with accompanying grant funds, MS4 projects and 

the request for a 9/11 proclamation for first responders. He discussed the following items in more 

detail: 

 

i. 9/11 Proclamation Request.  President Yerman made a motion to approve the 

preparing of a proclamation to thank all of the first responders for doing the great job they do.  

Before the motion was second or voted upon, Cpl. Mullen stated the thought that Council is willing 
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to entertain having a proclamation prepared is thanks enough and appreciated, but money should 

not be spent on a celebration as that is not what they [MPD] are looking for and the money could 

be spent on projects within the Borough.  President Yerman stated he believes a celebration of this 

sort would be useful at the community level and it would do a lot for the community, but it would 

need someone to lead it.    

 

President Yerman then reiterated the motion to have a proclamation prepared, second by Council 

Member Rutledge.  Before a vote was taken on the motion, Solicitor Armstrong noted the revised 

Sunshine Law Act and commented if Council wanted to add a new action item for a proclamation 

on tonight’s Agenda they would first need to make a motion to amend the Agenda.  President 

Yerman stated a written proclamation could be prepared for the next Council meeting for their 

consideration. The motion taken this evening did not carry, as no vote was taken.  Sgt. Kocher 

stated he attended a 9/11 celebration dinner in Lehigh County where he represented the MPD.    

 

ii. Hiring of MI Coordinator.  President Yerman discussed the MI Coordinator hiring 

process, the resumes that have been received for the position to date, portions of the Macungie 

Institute Executive Policy Manual (the “Policy”) relating to hiring employees for the building, the 

MI Facebook postings and a possible plan for interviewing and hiring a Coordinator.  He stated 

the Policy states the Trustees make recommendations on who to hire for the building and Council 

hires them.  Gregory Hutchison, clarified for the record he is not resigning his position on the 

board as a MI Trustee.  

 

There was a unanimous consensus among the Council Members to approve the distribution of all 

the resume’s received to date to all Council Members and the Trustees; then, the process for hiring 

a Coordinator would be to select of the top five (5) candidates for interviews via Zoom, then the 

top three (3) candidates (out of the five) would be interviewed and lastly the final candidate would 

be selected. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

a. September 07, 2021 – will be provided at the October 04, 2021 Council meeting. 

 

BILLS FOR APPROVAL – CONSENT AGENDA.   

 

a. Bank Reconciliation Report, August 31, 2021.  No discussion. 

 

b. Bills for Payment. Some of the bills on the list for payment were discussed. 

 

Council Member Rutledge made a motion to approve paying the invoices listed on the Bills for 

Payment, as of September 20, 2021, in the amount of $119,414.86, as presented, second by Council 

Member Bloch. Motion carried:  5 ayes. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

a. Macungie Volunteer Fire Department, re: August 2021 Training Report. The training listed 

on report included: Setup for Das Awkscht Fescht, Videos on Search and Rescue, Station Maints 

and Setup for Wheels of Time. 
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b. Macungie Volunteer Fire Department, re: August 2021 Response Report.  They responded 

to 5 calls during this service month; 2 of the calls were in the Borough of Macungie. 

 

c Macungie Ambulance Corps, re: August 2021 Monthly Report. They responded to 378 

calls during this service month; 37 of the calls were in the Borough of Macungie. 

 

d.         Resident Carl Sell, Stormwater Church and Locust Street.  Mr. Sell’s email to President 

Yerman discussed stormwater runoff from Church Street onto Locust Street.  He requested Council 

provide a strategy to remediate the matter.  This correspondence was discussed under Public 

Comments section a. i. above.  

 

e.         Karin A. Janusewski, Dir., State Rep. Ryan Mackenzie Office, Wittman Flooding. Brian 

Wittman called their office to express flood issues on his property, which he believes is caused 

from a “development on the hill” and a catch basin issue.  Ms. Janusewski requested President 

Yerman provide information on Council’s plan to address Mr. Wittman’s issue. She also 

questioned if Mr. Wittman had relayed the issues to Borough Council.  

 

President Yerman reported he replied to Ms. Janusewski’s correspondence in writing and provided 

her with a map which shows where Mr. Wittman lives and the location of the development that is 

referenced in her letter. His response discussed the development which slopes to a swale where 

the stormwater runoff goes into a creek, the map showing the undeveloped land which is where 

the alleged stormwater runoff issues flow into the Borough and the Borough’s MS4 project plan. 

He commented Ms. Janusewski seemed very happy with his comprehensive response.   

 

f.         Mary Himmelberger, BIA, DCNR Grant Opportunity-Park, Recreation, Trails.  Registration 

is open for the DCNR Grant Workshop in November 2021, which they highly recommend 

attending.  Grant applications will be accepted from January 18, 2022 to April 06, 2022 and 

typically require 50% in matching funds. President Yerman suggested the grant could be used for 

the playground Council Member Rutledge is championing, and/or The Fields at Brookside 

Development’s (a/k/a Brookside Country Club Development) walking trail and/or raingarden.  

Council Member Rutledge will review the correspondence.  

 

REPORTS  

 

a. Mayor - None.   

 

b. Solicitor. 

 

i. Ordinance No. 2021-04; Cory Zeisloft - Oak Street Vacation and Easement. 

Solicitor Armstrong provided an update on the signed Easement, and the notice which was 

advertised in the East Penn Press Newspaper on September 15 and 22, 2021 relating to the public 

hearing and Ordinance 2021-04 adoption at the Council meeting on October 04, 2021. 

1. Public Hearing to be Held on October 04, 2021.   

 

c. Borough Manager.   

 

i. Miscellaneous.  
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1. DEP Audit.  He is currently preparing the 2021 annual MS4 report that DEP 

requires by September 30th of each year.  He reported the previous Borough Manager did not file 

the required 2020 report. Coupled with the 2021 report, he will also file the 2020 report, so the 

Borough is in full compliance.  

 

2. 2020 Report. He reported the 2020 annual Federal highway road report was 

not filed by the previous Borough Manager. The report informs the Highway Commission of all 

of the road improvements the municipality has made during the year.  Interim Manager Brown is 

in the process of filing both the 2020 and 2021 reports. He commented there could be a decrease 

in the 2020 funding as a penalty for not filing the report by the due date. 

 

ii. Grants/Projects. 

 

1. LSA Grant for Hickory Street Bridge.  Currently, letters of support are being 

obtained, which are required to be submitted with the grant application.  The grant application is 

due by September 30, 2021. 

 

2. Small Water Sewer Grant. Reimbursement #1, in the amount of 

approximately $86,000.00, has been filed. 

 

3. Lumber Street Lights. Reimbursement #1 has been filed. 

 

4. Cotton Street Bridge.  The grant is currently being closed out. 

 

iii. Public Works Department.  

 

1. Cedar Street paving project has been completed. 

 

iv. Contracts. 

 

1. Lantek Computer Replacement.  Interim Manager Brown reported the new 

computers have not been working properly since their installation.  On 2-3 occasions over the past 

couple of months, Lantek tried to remediate the issues but their efforts were unsuccessful.  Lantek 

recommended replacing the current mechanical hard drives in the new computers with Solid State 

Drives.  Interim Manager Brown noted the hard drive in his computer was replaced with a Solid 

State Drive last week (as a test) and all of the issues were resolved. The cost for three new Solid 

State Drives, including installation, would total $750.00.  President Yerman commented the hard 

drives have to be replaced because the previous Borough Manager purchased computers without 

Solid State Drives. 

 

Motion #1.  President Yerman made a motion to amend this evening’s Agenda to authorize 

spending $750.00 to replace the current computer hard drives, second by Council Member Bloch.  

Motion carried: 5 ayes.  

 

Motion #2.  President Yerman made a motion to authorize Interim Manager Brown to spend the 

$750.00 to replace the three (3) hard drives that came with the computers with Solid State Drives 

and have them installed, second by Council Member Rutledge.  Motion carried: 5 ayes.  
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2. Pitney Bowes.  The postage machine contract expires at the end of the year.  

A new five (5) year contract has been obtained at the cost of $48.30 per month, which is an increase 

of $279.00 per year.  The matter will be placed on the next Council Agenda for action.  

 

v. Process Improvements.  No discussion. 

 

vi. Borough Authority.  No discussion. 

 

vii. Planning Commission - FYI-Information Packets.  Two matters will be heard 

before the Borough Planning Commission on September 21, 2021: (1) Scrape of existing Weis 

Supermarket, located at 3369 State Road 100, Macungie, PA, for the construction of a new 23,000 

sf +/- small scale hospital and 20,000 sf +/- (GFA) medical office building parking lot 

reconfiguration, lighting, landscaping, etc.; and (2) The Fields at Brookside (a/k/a Brookside 

Country Club Development) located at 901 Willow Lane, Macungie, PA, for the development of 

approximately 66 unit subdivision with single family dwellings and three (3) open space lots 

adjacent to the Brookside Country Club.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

a. Cotton Street Raingarden.  No update. 

 

b. Macungie Institute Coordinator Search. Discussed under Public Comments above. 

 

c. Cobra Head Streetlights (9) Depower Along Main Street. No discussion. 

 

d. Lehigh Street Streetlights.  Council Member Rutledge reported he is currently working 

with the PWD on light fixture replacements; they are seeking compatibility to consolidate light 

fixtures with other lights as some of the current ones attached to lights are obsolete.   

 

e. Main Street Streetscape Phase V Plans – 90% Plans Provided for Council Review, and 

Discussion/Authorization Requested update at October 4, 2021 Meeting (Deferred from 

September 07, 2021 Meeting). 

 

f. Macungie Institute HVAC-update to be provided at October 4, 2021 Meeting.  

Discussed under Complaints, Petitions, Appeals and Compliments above. 

 

g. Borough Hall/Police Station HVAC-tabled. Discussed under Complaints, Petitions, 

Appeals and Compliments above. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

a. Stone Hill Meadows/Security Release # 8 - Approval Requested.  In his letter, dated 

September 13, 2021, Engineer Wojciechowski, from Barry Isett & Associates, recommended the 

release of the Improvements Security #8 for Stone Hill Meadows, in the amount of $49,476.96. 

The remaining Improvements Security balance would be in the amount of $518,736.48.   
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Council Member Rutledge made a motion to release the Stone Hill Meadows Security Release #8, 

in the amount of $49,476.96, second by Council Member Ashbrook.  Motion carried: 5 ayes. 

 

ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA (Mayor and Council members only) - None. 

 

Council Member Ashbrook questioned if she could ask Town Beautification about the offered 

Rose Garden. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – President Yerman called for an Executive Session at 09:32 p.m. to 

discuss personnel items. The regular Council meeting reconvened at 10:10 p.m. President Yerman 

stated no actions would be taken.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Hearing no further business, Council Member Rutledge made a motion to adjourn tonight’s 

meeting at 10:11 p.m., second by Council Member Yeager.  Motion carried 5 ayes.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/ Selma Ritter 

 

Selma Ritter 

Administrative Assistant 
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